
 

Principal’s Newsletter July 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s hard to believe that we have come to the end of this academic year. It has been a 

year with many challenges coming out of the global pandemic, and I would like to thank 

our school community: staff, students and parents, for their support through some 

difficult periods.  I would like to end the year by sharing with you some of the 

wonderful events and achievements of this last term of 2021/22.   

I have four main things to update you on today: 

1. Uniform 

 

2. Changes to the school day for September 2022 

 

3. Summer Term news 

 

4. Key dates for next year 

 

Uniform & students’ personal appearance 

We are proud of our academy and ask that our students wear their uniform with pride.  

Uniform is compulsory and must be worn by students at all times in school. 

 

Our current uniform is supplied by Emblematic.  This can be purchased online from their 

website at www.emblematic.co.uk or by visiting their shop in Longbenton.     

 

Emblematic Ltd, Unit 26, North Tyne Ind. Est., Longbenton, Newcastle upon Tyne, 

NE12 9SZ  

 

We now also have a uniform recycle scheme at the academy and ask parents to donate 

any unwanted uniform to us so that it can be redistributed to families who may need it. 

Throughout the year we will have opportunities for good quality second hand uniform 

to be available for parents to take home and you will be sent details about when this will 

be. 

 

As a reminder our uniform requirements are below: 

 

 School sweatshirt with North Gosforth Academy logo 

 White polo shirt with North Gosforth Academy logo 

http://www.emblematic.co.uk/


 Black trousers or black skirt (see note 1 & 2) 

 Black shoes (see note 3) 

 

PE Kit 

 Sky blue polo shirt with school logo  

 Royal blue sweatshirt with school logo  

 Navy/black shorts 

 Navy/black joggers or navy tracksuit bottom 

 

Food Technology 

 Apron (essential) – Aprons are available from Emblematic but any apron is 

acceptable 

 

Key Points for Uniform 

 

1. Trousers: School trousers should be traditional formal black dress trousers.  They 

should not be denim, leggings, linen or cargo-type.  Likewise they should not be 

skin tight and should not resemble jeans.  The school is aware that some shops 

are now advertising and selling ‘school uniform’ trousers that do not match our 

definition of formal dress trousers.  We ask that parents/carers check this 

carefully before making purchases. 

 

2. Skirts:  Skirts must be knee-length and tailored.  No stretch material or skin-tight 

material is permitted. Students must wear black, plain tights with skirts. 

 

3. Footwear:  Students are required to wear smart, plain black, formal school 

shoes/ankle shoes. Shoes must be polishable over their entire surface with a 

traditional sole and be plain black and carry no logos. Black trainers that have the 

appearance of school shoes are not acceptable. Trainers are not permitted unless 

there is medical exemption from a doctor. The school reserves the right to 

determine what shoes are acceptable designs. Parents/carers should be aware 

that many retailers advertise school shoes which are not in line with the school’s 

expectations on footwear.  We ask that parents/carers check this carefully 

before making purchases. 

 

4. Belts: No wide or coloured belts with large buckles or logos. 

 

5. Outdoor coats: Students should wear an outdoor coat that is appropriate for the 

weather conditions.  Outdoor coats must not be worn indoors and should be 

removed prior to entering the school building. 

 



6. Bags: It is a requirement that every student should have a school bag large 

enough to fit an A4 ring binder.  This is to ensure that they can carry PE kit and all 

the books and equipment they need for the school day.  Bags should be marked 

or labelled with the owner’s name. 

 

Uniform will be checked by staff on a daily basis. If your child attends school in non-

uniform items without suitable explanation from a parent/carer (by telephone/letter) 

sanctions will be imposed. 

In addition to the above, the following infringements may also result in your child 

receiving sanctions: 

 Inappropriate hair colour/haircut. The school reserve the right to determine 

what is considered “inappropriate”; 

 Nail extensions/false nails; 

 Excessive make up. Subtle make up is acceptable and should be natural in colour. 

False eyelashes and false tan are not allowed. Excessive make up must be 

removed;   

 Jewellery. The only jewellery allowed to be worn in school is a watch and one 

plain ear stud in each earlobe only. For obvious reasons of safety and risk of 

personal loss, jewellery other than these should not be worn to school.  Should a 

student choose to wear items of jewellery the school will confiscate these items, 

parents/carers will be expected to collect these from school. 

 

The following uniform must be worn daily whilst at North Gosforth Academy: 

 

   

White Polo Shirt 

Embroidered with North 

Gosforth Academy Logo 

Navy Sweatshirt 

Embroidered with North 

Gosforth Academy Logo 

Black Trousers        

Traditional black formal 

dress trousers 



   

Skirt                                   

Plain black skirt – knee 

length and tailored (none 

stretch/skin tight) 

Shoes                                 

Plain black formal 

polishable  school shoes 

Suitable Bag                         

An appropriate bag for 

carrying equipment (to fit 

an A4 ring binder) 

 

The following uniform must be worn for PE whilst at North Gosforth Academy: 

 

   

Royal Blue PE Sweatshirt                                  

Embroidered with North 

Gosforth Academy Logo 

Sky Blue PE Polo Shirt 

Embroidered with North 

Gosforth Academy Logo 

Plain Navy/black Shorts                

No markings or logos 

 

  

Navy/black 

Tracksuit Bottoms                                  

No markings or logos 

Sports Trainers                                

Not to be worn as school 

shoes 

Football Boots                         

 

Note:  The school reserves the right to determine whether an item of clothing abides by 

the uniform policy. 

 



Changes to the school day for September 2022 

Please can I remind all parents of the changes to the school day from September 2022:  

 Changing from 7 x 45 minute lessons to 5 x 1 hour lessons 

 The end of the compulsory school day changing from 3.10pm to 3.00pm 

The new school day will therefore look like this: 

Time Key Stage 3 Time Key Stage 4 

8.40 – 9.40 Lesson 1 8.40 – 9.40 Lesson 1 

9.40 – 10.40 Lesson 2 9.40 – 10.40 Lesson 2 

10.40 – 11.00 Break 10.40 – 11.00 Tutor time / assembly 

11.00 – 11.20 Tutor time / assembly 11.00 – 11.20 Break 

11.20 – 12.20 Lesson 3 11.20 – 12.20 Lesson 3 

12.20 – 13.00 Lunch time 12.20 – 13.20 Lesson 4 

13.00 – 14.00 Lesson 4 13.20 – 14.00 Lunch 

14.00 – 15.00 Lesson 5 14.00 – 15.00 Lesson 5 

15.00 – 16.00 Co  Curricular 15.00 – 16.00 Co Curricular 

 

These changes are aimed at maximizing lesson time ensuring all students make good 

progress in their learning to achieve their full potential during their time at North 

Gosforth Academy.   

Bus timetables have also been amended, please see attached to this newsletter the 

new bus times from September.  

Summer half term news 

As well as these key important messages I would like to share with you some good 

news and events that have happened in school this half term. 

Spanish trip to Newcastle University 

Year 8 students enjoyed a Spanish cooking workshop at Newcastle University using 

the Linguacuisine app. Students made Dátiles con queso (dates stuffed with cream 

cheese). They were also able to learn new vocabulary as they followed the recipe video 

in Spanish. Students were introduced to the Linguacuisine app which is available for 

them to download and use at home. 



In a second workshop, they were introduced to some regional Spanish foods and had to 

work in groups to create a tapas menu for a café in Spain.  Staff at the university were 

impressed with our students' knowledge of language, culture and grammar. Well 

done!!  

 





 



Spanish Pen Pals 

Year 7 students have been writing and decorating postcards and have sent them to a 

school in Spain to start up a Pen Pal link. Students were very excited to be able to tell 

the Spanish pupils a bit about them and get a response. Our students worked very hard 

to make their written work perfect and decorated their post cards beautifully.  

The Spanish school sent a video reply to our year 7 students introducing themselves 

and to tell them they were very excited to continue their Pen Pal link with us next year 

 

 

 

 



 Mark Ballabon author event  

Author Mark Ballabon visited the school on the 5th May and was very impressed with 

our students and the school. Mark led a very inspiring and thought provoking talk 

about his book ‘Home’ and the main character who is a 14-year-old girl and how she 

negotiates her journey through life.  

There was great audience participation and at least 20 students asked questions.  The 

star students that got up to the front and involved were:- 

Molly Watson 

Olivia Cooper 

Freddie Lazari 

Ryan Taylor 

Jamie Whetzel 

Taylor Knight 

The students engaged excellently and took new thoughts and ideas away from the 

session.  

 

 

 

 



NEBA reading group finale: 10 Students, 5 Books and a winning author 

Just before Easter, 10 year 7 and 8 Students signed up to take part in the NEBA 

reading group.  They read 5 books totalling an amazing 1,594 pages of reading - what 

an achievement! They voted for their favourite book and submitted questions to the 

authors. 

Fingers crossed our favourite book When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle is the chosen 

NEBA winner. 

 
 
Art & Photography Trips 
 
Art and Photography students have taken part in some very exciting trips this term to 
a variety of local landmarks and the Yorkshire Sculpture Park. You can find attached to 
this newsletter more details of what they got up to with photos and examples of the 
work that they have produced.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance Reward Trip 

15 Y7-9 students who had achieved 100% attendance were rewarded with a trip to 

NUCASTLE. These students enjoyed a spin session, teambuilding activities, E-Sports, a 

game of handball and football on the roof. The students represented themselves and 

the school fantastically!  

 

 



   



PE News 

As always our excellent sports stars have been busy and there have been some 

fantastic successes in various sporting events.   

In Y8 rounders our girls team beat Marden High, came very close (1/2 rounder) against 
John Spence and played well against Marden Bridge. Well done to:  
 
Emma Hogg 
Imogen Gibson 
Grace Bell 
Ella Kelk 
Leah Hicks 
Taylor Knight 
Brooke Pearcy  
 
Sporting achievement - Elliot Smith Y9 

Elliott attended the North Tyneside schools FA presentation evening last week and 

received the award for Managers player for the 2021-22 season. This was his first 

season representing NGA in the U14’s North Tyneside district team. He was also 

chosen to be captain for the U14’s North Tyneside SFA County Cup final in April when 

the team won the cup beating Newcastle 1-0. We are all very proud of Elliott’s 

achievements! 

Villiers Park Future Leaders Programme  

We are very proud of Jamie Bell who has been awarded with the Diana Hiles 

Celebration of Progress for Leadership Challenge in recognition of his personal 

development through completion of a Leadership Challenge Project this year while on 

the Villiers Park Future Leaders programme. Awards were presented at Longbenton 

High school last Thursday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y11 Prom  

On 29th June we said a final farewell to our Y11 students at their Prom at St James 

Park. All of our students were fantastically behaved and it was a fun, sophisticated 

evening enjoyed by all. 

Big thanks go to Mrs Blenkinsop who as always put in a lot of time and effort to make 

sure our Year 11 students had a good send off. A selection of photos from the night will 

be put on the gallery page of the website. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Summer Concert 

On Wednesday 13th July we were fortunate enough to hold our first live concert since 

Covid restrictions ended, and what a wonderful night we had! 

Our young musicians were outstanding preforming two jam packed sets to a full 

capacity audience of 120. 

The variety concert was named 'Shine' and it gave our young musicians the chance to 

do just that! Featuring bands, soloists, instrumentalists, and amazing singers, the 

performances received loud applause from the audience. 

What a great atmosphere and an excellent evening to celebrating the outstanding 

musical achievement at NGA.  

We are all now looking forward to starting preparations for our Christmas concert! 

 

 

Year 6 Transition 

For the last 3 days we have had Year 6 students in as part of their transition to our 

school in September. They were a delight to have in school and we are excited about 

them joining NGA in September. 

 

 



PROUD event 

On the 14th July we had our half termly PROUD event and it was a delight as ever to 

see so many Year 7/8 students proudly showing off their excellent work! 

 

Key Dates 

GCSE Results Day - 25th August 2022 (Please see the letter that was sent home last 

week attached to this letter)  

 

Monday 5th September 2022  Staff Training Day (School closed) 

Tuesday 6th September 2022  School open to new Year 7 students only 

Wednesday 7th September 2022  School open to all year groups 

Wednesday 21st September 2022  Year 6 Open Evening 

Monday 3rd October 2022   Staff Training Day (School closed) 

Monday 17th October 2022   Celebration of Achievement Evening 

 

I’d like to end by wishing you all a fantastic summer holiday. I hope you all have time to 

relax and spend some quality time together.  Students will be dismissed at 1pm on 



Friday 22nd July. At the request of the Junior Leadership Team, Friday will also be a 

non-uniform day and we will be collecting on the gate for any donations to the West 

End Foodbank. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

 

 

Pete Fox 

Principal 


