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“I like how dedicated the staff are”

“There are more opportunities for us
this year compared to last year.”

Student voice, 2019



Create Your Future

At North Gosforth Academy we believe 
in offering all our students a high quality 
education in a safe, happy and caring 
environment.  Our ethos is central to everything 
that we do at our academy and all our students 
work on our R.I.C.H. curriculum, aimed at 
developing resilience, industry, curiosity and 
honour.  Our aim is that all of our students 
will leave our academy as caring and creative 
thinkers capable of leading within their chosen 
field and their community.

Each individual is a valued member of the 
academy community. Students are given 
access to a wide range of learning opportunities 
in a huge variety of forms, both academic and 
vocational, to suit their interests and tailored 
needs. We have very high expectations of 
ourselves and our students and we strive 
to develop their talents and to help them to 
succeed.

We believe that all of our students from all 
backgrounds and of all abilities should have 
access to:

•  High quality teaching to enable every  
 student to achieve their potential;

•  Excellent pastoral care and support;

•  An exciting curriculum that inspires a
 life-long love of learning, raising their  
 aspirations and enabling them to achieve  
 success;

•  A wide range of extra-curricular   
 activities that will engage, motivate and   
 excite students; Strong partnerships with  
 other schools, businesses and industry,
 post - 16 providers and the local community.

Our exam results are improving rapidly and this 
summer we achieved strong results in the key 
measures:

75 % of students achieved 4+ in English
63 % of students achieved 4+ in Maths
52 % of students achieved 5+ in English
33 % of students achieved 5+ in Maths

This year, we have placed more resources 
into ensuring that Year 7 students have a 
fantastic start to their secondary education. 
They now follow a different timetable to the 
rest of the school, have lunch together with 
staff at a different time from older students 
and experience a different curriculum. There 
is a key focus on further building oracy and 
communication skills to help students to 
develop greater confidence in lessons.

A strong relationship between the student, 
academy and home has proved crucial to 
supporting students to achieve success. We 
encourage regular contact with parents, both 
formal and informal, throughout the year.

As well as our own academy, we have the
benefit of working alongside Gosforth Academy 
and pooling our experience and resources.

As an outstanding academy for over 10 years, 
Gosforth Academy is working extensively with 
us, as we drive up standards.  The Executive 
Headteacher, Hugh Robinson,  is dedicated to 
ensuring that we reach the same standards as 
our partner schools.

We are very proud of our academy and we hope 
these pages will show you why. If you would like 
to know more you are most welcome to contact 
us to arrange a tour.

Steve Campbell, Head of School



What we can offer you

We have always been a small, caring school 
which nurtures the individual child and seeks 
to provide for their unique needs. In addition 
to this culture of care for the individual, the 
academic rigour at the school has been 
recognised as improving over the last 2 years.

We offer the unique combination of a small, 
community-minded school, working hard to 
support parents and respond to their views
plus a rich variety of activities which help 

broaden children’s horizons, increase their skills 
and raise their aspirations for the future.

We have many partnerships with other schools, 
with businesses and local universities.

This year we had record 
results at grade 8 and 9
at GCSE. Some recent 
result highlights include:

Daniel Hally obtained GCSE grade 9 in 7
subjects and grade 8 in 3

Adam Cassidy obtained GCSE grade 9 in 5 
subjects and grade 8 in 4

Leia Wilson obtained GCSE grade 8 in English 
Language and grade 7 in Biology, Maths, 
Geography and Beauty

Skye Faulder obtained GCSE grade 8 in Maths 
and grade 7 in Biology, Design Technology and 
Beauty

Joseph Rickerby obtained GCSE grade 9 in 1 
subject, grade 7 in 4 subjects.



The R.I.C.H ethos

At North Gosforth Academy, we want to help students achieve excellent exam 
results and also become well-rounded, responsible members of society, ready 
for the world of work and for the plethora of challenges that life can bring.
In order to do this we strive to impress the importance of our ethos and culture 
on both students and parents alike.

It is essential that every student invests in these four core values because
we believe that this is how they will achieve success, not just in their life at
the academy but also beyond it.

R stands for resilience and the ability to bounce back from mistakes.

 

I stands for industry and the power of hard work.

C stands for curiosity and the thirst for knowledge.

H stands for honour and a commitment to respect.



Supporting transition

In some schools, the move from primary to 
secondary school can be a very challenging 
prospect.

We work hard with primary schools and parents 
to make the transition experience a smooth 
one which prepares our students well for their 
learning throughout the secondary phase of 
their education.

Students will experience an extensive 
programme of activities at the academy 
designed to ease transition and promote 
confidence.

Transition to North Gosforth Academy from our 
primary schools is carefully organised to give 
children the skills and confidence they need 
to make a happy and exciting transition to the 
academy.

In addition to subject specific days, students 
will be invited to spend dedicated transition 
time at North Gosforth Academy; taking 
part in lessons and working on developing 
relationships with staff and fellow students.

Any students from primary schools outside 
the immediate area are also invited and 
encouraged to join in all transition events that 
take place in the summer term.

“I like the creative tasks in lessons such 
as the English projects and choir.”

“I like my lessons, teachers and friends”
“Students can voice their opinion.”

Student voice, 2019



Provision for students with Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities

During their time at the academy, some 
students may have additional needs relating to 
their learning, physical or mental health.

We want all students, regardless of any special 
educational need or disability to experience 
educational success and to feel that they are a 
valued member of North Gosforth Academy.  To 
this end, we recognise and allow for individual 
differences between students, understanding 
that: 

•  children develop intellectually, emotionally  
 and physically at different rates;

•  children’s needs change with time and  
 circumstances;

•  educational provision must be adapted to  
 keep pace with these changes

The academy’s policy on Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities is based on the 
guidelines contained in the Special Needs Code 
of Practice.  Our academy currently provides 
additional and/or different provision for a range 
of needs, including:

•  Communication and interaction, for example,  
 autistic spectrum disorder, Asperger’s  
 Syndrome, speech and language difficulties
 
•  Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia,  
 dyspraxia, Social, emotional and mental  
 health difficulties, for example, attention  
 deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)

•  Sensory and/or physical needs, for example,  
 visual impairments, hearing impairments,  
 processing difficulties, epilepsy

Students with Education, Health and Care 
Plans are given extra support according to 
their particular circumstances and parents are 
kept fully informed of such arrangements with 
regular reviews throughout the academic year.  

Students may receive numeracy or dyslexia/
literacy intervention which focuses on 
developing functional skills using a range 
of programmes delivered by both teaching 
staff and support staff. There are also Social 
Skills Groups and a Progress group for those 
students in Year 7 and 8 who require additional 
support in making the transition to secondary 
education. In addition, we work closely with 
external agencies to ensure we provide the best 
support for your child.   Further information can 
be found in the School Information Report for 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities on 
the school website.

“I like that there’s always different activities for different people and that you get a choice.”
“I am supported by teachers and staff.”

Student voice, 2019



“I like how teachers interact with students. They are really friendly”



What will my child study?

In line with the aims and values of the Academy, the KS3 curriculum is designed 
to give Year 7 and 8 students a challenging and stimulating beginning to their 
secondary education.  The curriculum builds upon skills and knowledge gained 
in KS2, ensuring continuity and progression in transition from primary school. 
We provide a broad and flexible curriculum that provides effective learning 
for all students, with a strong focus on reading, writing and mathematics and 
prepares them well for life in the 21st century.

Students study: English, Mathematics, Science, Technology (which includes 
DT, Food & Textiles), Chinese and French or Spanish. Geography, History, 
Computing, Art, Music, Philosophy & Ethics and Physical Education. In addition, 
there are specific literacy and numeracy lessons for some students.

We offer a strong academic curriculum throughout both key stages.  There 
is rigour and challenge built into programmes of study in all subjects at all 
levels.  This has been a major development priority in recent years and we pride 
ourselves on ensuring students are challenged to achieve their potential and 
more.
  
In Year 9, all students complete a 1-year accredited course. The principle 
objectives are that students: 

•  experience success and enjoyment on an intensive, accredited course

•  develop skills that help them to prepare for the demands of KS4 

In addition, there is a comprehensive vocational curriculum in KS4 for those 
students who find this a more appropriate option. The vocational offer includes 
a range of interesting and engaging courses with clear routes into employment.  
Courses include: Health & Beauty; Childcare; Enterprise and Marketing; 
Personal Finance; Health & Social Care; Travel & Tourism; Health & Fitness; 
Hospitality & Catering; Interactive Media and Environmental Science.



“I like the range of practical lessons throughout the school”



Enhancement and extra-curricular activities

While academic study is our number one 
focus in school, we know that learning and 
development is not only achieved in classrooms 
and lessons. It is for this reason that we 
timetable fortnightly enhancement activities for 
every student in our school to enjoy.

Students in Key Stage 3 get to choose from a 
range of exciting activities which are on offer in 
school, giving them a chance to try something 
new that they might not otherwise get to 
experience. It is a valuable opportunity for 
students to build strong relationships with their 
teachers and their peers as well as helping their 
development into well-rounded members of 
our society.

Some of our activities this year include:

•  Artisan Crafts Workshop;

•  Great North Gosforth Bake Off;

•  The North Gosforth Times;

•  Vocalise;

•  Cricket coaching at South Northumberland  
 Cricket Club;

•  Performing Arts club

Key Stage 4 students use this time to focus 
on their progression at post-16, with links to 
Gosforth Academy Sixth Form as well as local 
colleges, universities, and local businesses 
feeding into their programme of activity. 

In addition to this, the school offers a number 
of educational visits and residential trips 
throughout the year. As well as domestic trips to 
High Borrans and London, some of our students 
have been lucky enough to travel overseas 
to China, France, Germany and Spain. We are 
currently preparing for a trip to Ecuador next 
summer and will always look to run residential 
visits for students. These trips provide an 
amazing chance for students to experience new 
cultures and truly broaden their horizons.

“I liked improving what I needed to learn and the support I got off teachers and friends.
I also liked the achievements I had in subjects that I sometimes struggle with. 

Also the end of year trips.”



“I love all of the sports we do and that we get rewarded for behaviour
with stamps throughout the year”



Where can I get more information?

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions or require 
further information on any aspect of the Academy.

Parents are welcome in our school and if you have not yet come to see us, 
please simply get in touch and we will make an opportunity available for you to 
do so at your convenience.

Mrs Beth Davies
PA to the Head

admin@northgosforth.co.uk 







North Gosforth Academy
Dudley Lane
Seaton Burn
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE13 6EJ

Tel: 0191 236 1700
Email: admin@northgosforth.co.uk 
www.northgosforthacademy.org.uk


