
Prospectus
2021/2022

Create Your Future



Contents

Principal’s welcome 03

Our values 04

Celebrating success 05

The Gosforth Group 06

Moving up from primary school 07

A knowledge-rich curriculum 08

Comprehensive choices 09

Beyond the classroom 11

Outstanding facilities 12

Support for all 15

Create your future 16

See for yourself 17

Contact information 20



Principal’s welcome

Welcome to North Gosforth Academy. We are 
a small secondary school with a strong focus 
on providing high quality education in a safe, 
happy and caring environment. Community 
is at the heart of what we do. Each student is 
a valued member of the academy and given 
opportunities which will allow them to thrive 
as an individual, both academically and in their 
own personal development. 

Students receive a first class education from 
our team of enthusiastic, dedicated teachers 
and our pastoral and support staff. We have 
high expectations of both ourselves and of our 
students, and we strive to develop their talents 
and help them succeed. We offer a diverse and 
broad curriculum with both academic 
and vocational learning opportunities for all 
and a subject mix that both engages and 
inspires. We recognise the value of 
enrichment opportunities and a holistic 
approach to student development. We have 
dedicated timetabled sessions focussed on 
extra-curricular activities, career opportunities 
and post-16 progression. 

Our aim is that having this rich school 
experience means that our students leave the 
academy well equipped to thrive in a busy, 
challenging, modern world 

We are very proud of what we do at North 
Gosforth Academy. I would encourage any 
parent who wants to know more to contact 
the school and arrange a tour. We would
love to show you what we do.  Come and see 
it for yourself.

Pete Fox, Principal

“We have a small, thriving school that can focus on the needs of individual students  
and allow them to blossom into well rounded, resilient students”



Our values

Our school is a tight-knit community 
built on a set of values that provide 
the structure and drive for all students 
to achieve highly, both academically 
and in their wider lives. This academic 
rigour, combined with this rich culture 
is all focused on our young people 
realising their full potential. The R.I.C.H 
ethos is part of a vision where our 
curriculum encourages all students 
to develop in terms of resilience, 
industry, curiosity and honour.

Students are supported carefully 
during their transition from primary 
school when they arrive in Year 7 
and they leave us in Year 11 with the 
knowledge, skills and characteristics 
they need to fulfil their personal 
ambitions. Throughout their time with 
us students receive clear guidance, 
personalised support and above all 
else, an excellent education. 

We have strong partnerships to 
support us in achieving this vision 
including particularly strong links  
with Gosforth Academy Sixth Form, 
the Newcastle United Foundation  
and both Northumbria University  
and Newcastle University. These links 
allow us to broaden our students’ 
horizons and open up a world of 
opportunity where everyone can 
have high aspirations for what they 
can achieve regardless of their 
background.

Through all of this, students truly can 
create their future.

Resilience 
the ability to bounce back from 
mistakes; 

Industry 
the use of hard work to make 
rapid progress

Curiosity
having a thirst for knowledge;

Honour
being committed to respecting 
yourself and your peers



We are passionate about celebrating 
student success, both academic, 
musical, sporting and personal. We also 
celebrate our R.I.C.H champions and 
the exceptional work that many of our 
students do in the community.

Our school’s PRAISE code ensures 
that student achievements in class 
are recognised through the awarding 
of stamps which allow students to 
access our rewards system. A wide 
range of incentives are available for 
students who are on time, on task and 
on side and our strong links with the 
Newcastle United Foundation also give 
us access to some incredible rewards 
for exceptional achievement. 

The highlight of our calendar is the 
annual Celebration of Achievement 
event which is held in the first half term 
of each year. This event allows us to 
recognise the efforts of our students 
with an awards ceremony where the 
greatest achievements, both academic 
and citizenship, are rightly celebrated.

“I love that we get rewarded for behaviour and effort with stamps throughout the year”

Celebrating success



Create Your Future



Many students first experience North Gosforth 
Academy while still at primary school due to our close 
links with all of our traditional feeder primary schools. 
Students begin visiting the academy in Year 4 for 
special events and focussed learning days so that they 
are comfortable and familiar with our surroundings 
long before they arrive in Year 7.

A key part of our transition is our reading strategy, 
which ensures that students do not lose their love and 
passion for reading when they arrive here in year 7 but 
build on it, deepen it, and broaden it! We also work 
quickly to support any students who need to develop 
their reading skills in order to access a challenging 
and fast-moving secondary curriculum.

The Head of Year, SENDCo and Lead Teacher for 
Pastoral Care all begin working with the incoming 
Year 6 throughout the year before they start with us. 
They have developed a transition programme that 
is carefully organised to give students the skills and 
confidence they need to make a happy and exciting 
move to the academy. This includes additional support 
for those who may find the move more challenging 
and ongoing support throughout Year 7 including 
timetabled intervention to allow all students to settle 
comfortably into the academy.

Moving up from primary school

“North Gosforth Academy is very welcoming, friendly and will give you a lot of support to settle in”



A knowledge-rich curriculum and ‘The NGA Way’

We are proud of our knowledge-rich, diverse and 
challenging curriculum which gives students a 
fascinating and diverse experience in the classroom 
and beyond. For Year 7 and 8 students, the curriculum 
is designed to give them a challenging and stimulating 
start to their secondary education. The curriculum 
builds upon their experiences in key stage 2, ensuring 
continuity and progression in the transition from 
primary school. We provide a broad and flexible 
curriculum that provides effective learning for all 
students with a strong focus on reading, writing and 
mathematics. Students study:

This is a strong, broad and balanced academic 
curriculum with rigour, challenge and ambition built 
into all programmes of study. This is supplemented 
by our focus on reading at all levels and driven by 
our specialised and unique approach to classroom 
teaching, known as ‘The NGA Way’, which ensures that 
lessons are rich with vocabulary, teacher expertise and 
student achievement. Some students…up to Newcastle 
United Foundation. Delete the rest. 

•  English;

•  Mathematics;

•  Science;

•  Chinese and French  
 or Spanish;

•  Geography and History

•  Computing;

•  Art;

•  Design Technology;

•  Food Technology;

•  Music;

•  Philosophy and Ethics;

•  Physical Education.



Comprehensive choices

Everything we do here builds towards 
student success at GCSE and to their 
next steps in training and education. 
We encourage students and staff to 
consider the learning journey that they 
embark on and to revel and delight in 
their progression. 

As well as having the option to 
continue studying some of the 
academic courses they have studied 
in key stage 3, students also have the 
opportunity to broaden their studies in 
the following areas:

•  Business Studies;

•  Childcare and Development;

•  Computer Science;

•  Enterprise and Marketing;

•  Environmental Science;

•  Health and Fitness;

•  Health and Social Care;

•  Hospitality and Catering;

•  Interactive Media;

•  Travel and Tourism.



“I like how teachers interact with students. They are really friendly”



Beyond the classroom

While academic study is our number one 
focus in school, we know that learning 
and development is not only achieved 
in classrooms and lessons. It is for this 
reason that we timetable dedicated time 
each fortnight to focus on enhancement 
activities and extended tutorials for all 
students to enjoy and benefit from.

Students in Year 7 and 8 get to choose 
from a range of exciting activities which 
are on offer in school, giving them a 
chance to try something new that they 
might not otherwise get to experience. 
It is a valuable opportunity for students 
to build strong relationships with their 
teachers and peers, as well as helping 
their development into well-rounded 
members of our society. 

Some of our activities in recent years 
have included:

•  Artisan Crafts Workshop;

•  The Great North Gosforth Bake Off;

•  Cricket coaching at South 
Northumberland Cricket Club;

•  Golf Academy;

•  Performing Arts club;

•  Helping Hands of NGA Social  
Action Group;

•  Hip-hop song-writing and short story 
writing with New Writing North.

Older students use this time to focus 
on their progress at post-16 and future 
career ambitions. The programme 
is designed to include visits to local 
providers including our main sixth form 
route to Gosforth Academy Sixth Form 
as well as local colleges, employers and 
universities. 

As well as all of this, we offer a number 
of educational visits and residential trips 
throughout the year, including some trips 
in collaboration with Gosforth Academy 
and Jesmond Park Academy. As well 
as domestic trips to High Borrans and 
London, some of our students have 
been lucky enough to travel overseas 
on school-led trips to China, France, 
Germany and Spain. These trips provide 
amazing opportunities for students 
to experience new cultures and truly 
broaden their horizons.



Outstanding facilities

We enjoy a huge and unique school site 
here at North Gosforth Academy and are 
incredibly fortunate to have fantastic 
areas to facilitate a breadth and depth 
of education: two large sports halls, 
a dedicated fitness suite, specialised 
music rooms and, most uniquely of all, an 
on-site nature reserve complete with an 
outside classroom. These facilities would 
be the envy of many schools and are 
central to ensuring that our students feel 
fortunate that they are in a very special 
and unique place. 

Our main school site is spacious 
with every teacher having their own 
classroom within their departments. 
We have four dedicated ICT suites to 
support traditional classroom learning. 
Our Learning Resource Centre is a 
superb hub for students to complete 
wider learning. The LRC is also home 
to our school library allowing access 
to quiet reading areas as well as some 
additional ICT access before and after 
school. Year 7 and 8 students have 
timetabled library lessons to develop 
their independent learning skills and to 
foster a love of reading.

The unique nature of the school is 
showcased in the nature reserve 
and NUFC room that allow us to 
really enhance our curriculum offer 
across school; 

Our on-site nature reserve is one of 
the largest attached to a school in the 
country. The reserve has its own outdoor 
teaching area as well as other facilities to 
support outdoor learning such as a bird 
hide, insect colonies and full trail walk. 
Our John Muir ecology course is delivered 
here as well as being used across the 
curriculum to support classroom activity.

Our NUFC room was opened in 2019 
and is a dedicated teaching space for 
sessions delivered in partnership with 
the Newcastle United Foundation. We 
have a long standing relationship with the 
football club and are delighted to have 
a full time member of the foundation 
staff working in school delivering a 
range of courses such as the Premier 
League Inspires Programme, FutureMe 
Enterprise as well as supporting with 
other aspects of school such as transition 
and behaviour support. 





“I like that there’s always different activities for different people and that you get a choice”



Support for all

A fantastic school is about fantastic results, 
of course, but it is also about building 
fantastic human beings who are ready 
to go out in the wider world and make a 
positive impact on the world. Our ethos and 
commitment to developing the whole child 
is what drives this but we also have a strong 
culture of supporting students, whether 
this is through the Head of Year or through 
additional support from the student support 
department, the school counsellor or other 
external agencies.

We have a powerful and efficient pastoral 
team with dedicated non-teaching heads of 
year supported by a Lead Teacher for Pastoral 
care and overseen by the Assistant Principal. 
Alongside this, our dedicated team of highly 
qualified SEND staff and teaching assistants 
support students with a range of learning, 
physical and behavioural special needs, 
allowing all students to access mainstream 
curriculum lessons. Our Hive provision 
allows the most vulnerable students to have 
dedicated space where intervention can take 
place to ensure that all students feel cared 
for and supported. Counselling provision is 
available in school as well as small group 
work designed to allow all students to 
succeed in school. 

Both pastoral and SEND staff are dedicated in 
working with young people and their families 
to ensure that they make the best possible 
progress at the academy.



Create your future

Our entire school- our curriculum, our 
teaching, our pastoral care is built towards 
ensuring that students have the freedom and 
choice to go and live fruitful, exciting and 
interesting lives so progression is absolutely 
central to what we do. Students are skilfully 
and expertly guided throughout their time 
with us to consider what their future options 
are. We encourage them to dream big but 
also to temper this with realistic optimism. 
Ultimately, we want them to fulfil all of their 
dreams and ambitions. 

Our school careers champion lead 
coordinates a programme of study in Year 
10 and 11 to allow students to consider all of 
the options available to them and our links 
with Gosforth Academy Sixth Form allow us 
to guarantee sixth form places at Gosforth 
Academy for those students who want to 
attend and achieve the academic grades 
required to do so. 

For those who want to follow a different path, 
we have strong links with local colleges, 
apprenticeship schemes and other providers 
so that all students can make an informed 
decision about where they go when they 
leave our school at the end of Year 11.



North Gosforth Academy is a special, unique place and the prospectus can only give you a flavour of that. If you want 
to come and see it for yourself, please join us at one of our open evenings, visit our website or arrange for a personal 
tour of our wonderful school.

See for yourself







North Gosforth Academy
Dudley Lane
Seaton Burn
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE13 6EJ

Tel: 0191 236 1700  Fax: 0191 236 1701
Email: admin@northgosforth.co.uk 
www.northgosforthacademy.org.uk


