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12th January 2021  
 
Dear Year 11 Parents and Students  
 
2021 Summer Exams  
 
We know that the uncertainty with regard to the Summer Exams in 2021 is causing a great 
deal of anxiety and concern amongst Year 11 students, parents and the staff.  As a school we 
will support you in any way we can, keeping you updated with the latest guidance and advice. 
 
You will have heard in the Prime Minister’s statement last week that the summer 2021 exams 
will not be going ahead as planned. The Department for Education statement to schools says: 
“in these circumstances, we do not think it is possible or fair for all exams this summer to go 
ahead as planned. The Secretary of State for Education will therefore work with OFQUAL to 
put in place alternative arrangements after consultation with the sector.”  Gavin Williamson 
has since confirmed that this is the case and that teacher’s estimated grades may well be used 
in place of exams. Schools have not been given any further details from either the DfE or 
OFQUAL regarding this yet, and with a consultation beginning this week, it is likely to be some 
time until we know final details as to how grades will be awarded. We would have hoped that 
these consultations would have already happened and that a national contingency plan would 
have been in place to deal with this situation but sadly that is not the case. 
 
This puts us in all in a very difficult position so we understand how frustrated, worried and 
anxious you will be at hearing this news and will be wondering what happens next. The key 
message to students in Year 11 is that you must continue to access online lessons and engage 
with school. The work and assessments you undertake this term will undoubtedly add to the 
evidence base your teachers already have in determining how well you are doing.  
 
Year 11 Mock Exams 
 
At the moment, the plan is that the mock examinations timetabled for this week will go ahead 
when the school reopens for Year 11.  There will also be a second series of mock examinations 
in the core subjects in March.  The results of these assessments will add to the body of 
assessment information we have on students but will not be used on their own to determine 
final grades. Students should therefore continue to prepare for these assessments, and to take 
them seriously, but should not stress unduly about them!   
 
We have already had Mock Examinations in English, Maths and Science.  Students will be 
contacted by their teachers with their results if they do not have them already.  Please note, 
these mock examinations were not the full qualification as not all papers were sat, and 



 

 

therefore the result does not necessarily represent the final grade award.  Even if a student has 
not done well on this paper, our experience is that our students always make improvements 
from Christmas through to final summer examinations.  It is still all to play for! 
 
Parent Evenings 
 
As you are aware, we held our Year 11 Parents Evening remotely back in November.  We have 
our annual Raising Achievement Day for Year 11 calendared on the 25th March. This usually 
gives parents an additional opportunity to speak face to face with their child’s tutor about all of 
their subjects.  Moreover, it gives parents an opportunity to discuss ‘next steps’ in terms of 
Post 16 destinations.  We will let you know closer to the date whether this will go ahead as 
planned. 
 
Year 11 parents will still receive a full report from the school at the end of March as 
calendared. 
 
Post 16 
 
We have had some enquiries from Year 11 parents about Sixth Form Open Evenings at 
Gosforth Academy.  Discussions have been ongoing with Gosforth Academy and there are 
plans in place to host face to face interviews with students and Gosforth Sixth Form staff when 
school reopens. Again, we will let you know further details as soon as we can.  Mr Ayres will be 
sending a detailed letter to parents about this shortly.  In the meantime, any student or parent 
can email our Connexions officer, Lee Pattison, to discuss next steps.  His email address is 
lee.pattison2@northtyneside.gov.uk. 
 
I am sorry that it has taken until now to get this information to you but we wanted to wait as 
long as we could, so that we could provide you with as much information as possible. We hope 
that this provides you with greater clarity as to how things are likely to evolve, although I am 
sure that we would all have preferred a return to some kind of normality. Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Steve Campbell 
Principal 
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